Evaluation has always played a major role in IR research, as a means for judging about the quality of competing models. Lately, however, we have seen an over-emphasis of experimental results, thus favoring engineering approaches aiming at tuning performance and neglecting other scientific criteria. A recent study investigated the validity of experimental results published at major conferences, showing that for 95% of the papers using standard test collections, the claimed improvements were only relative, and the resulting quality was inferior to that of the top performing systems [AMWZ09].
